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BOOKS 


Assassination plot charges possibly libelous 


BY MARTIN RALBOVSKY 


C OUP D’ETAT IN AMERICA: The CIA 
and the Assassination of John F. Kenne- 
dy, by Michael Canfield and Alan J. Weber- 
man. The Third Press, $11.95. 

If Richard Nixon is still suffering from’ 
what his former press secretary, Ron Ziegler, 
once described as “inadequate cash flow,” he 
might get even financially ok by unloading a 
seven or eight-figure libel suit against the 
writers and publisher of this strange, disturb- 
ing book. 

He may be forced to, if this book attracts 
any serious attention, which it might. In it, 
Richard Nixon is portrayed as being far more 
than a mere betrayer-of the public trust. This 
book implies that Richard Milhous Nixon, 
stalwart Quaker, from Yorba Linda, Calif., 
Whittier College dandy and die-hard Duke 
debater, is the biggest single villian in the 
history of the United States. 

This book implies, without proving any- 
thing, the following: 

• Lee Harvey Oswald did not kill President 
John Kennedy. The Central Intelligence Ag- 
ency did. ^ 

•r • The CIA did it because it considered John 
Kennedy to be a left-wing, pseudo-Marxist 
who was taking the country off its pre-ordain- 
ed course. . 

• After disposingof John Kennedy, the CIA 


proceeded to kill Robert Kennedy and Martin 
Luther King Jr., in 1968, and attempted to kill 
George Wallace in 1972. 

• The CIA’s assassination squad was 
orchestrated by men who were the leading 
practitioners of what amounts to right-wing, 
conservative politics in America. 

The- maestro was Richard Nixon, the one 
mail in America who, the book says, benefit- 
ted most from all of the assassinations. 

This book traces Nixon’s involvement with 
the CIA back to the late 1950’s when he was 
the leading cheerleader in the Eisenhower 
White House for a CIA overthrow of Fidel 
Castro in Cuba. Nixon, the book says, wanted 
the CIA to extract Cuba from the Communist 
clutches of Castro and return it to the good 
hands of Meyer Lansky, Carlos Prio, Santo 
Trifficante, Fulgencio Batista and BeBe 
Rebozo. 

Nixon, the book says, never did accept the 
outcome of the 1960 election (he lostj. In- 
stead, he blamed Kennedy (and Mayor Daley 
of Chicago) of stuffing ballot boxes with 
Democratic votes and robbing him of the 
Presidency. When Kennedy took office, he 
reacted with skepticism to the CIA’s plan to 
overthrow Castro: He felt, the book says, that 
the CIA was getting out of hand to the point of 
dictating foreign policy. 

Kennedy then proceeded, the book says, to 


harpoon the CIA’s elaborate plans for the Bay 
of Pigs invasion of Cuba. He refused a re- 
quest to provide a second air strike for 
protective cover and held back the Marines. 
The implication is that Kennedy wanted the 
CIA to fail at the Bay of Pigs so he could then 
use the failure as an excuse to pull the CIA in 
under his thumb. The CIA aficiandos were 
furious. 

Dallas: This book contains pictures that 
purport to show that the “tramps” who were 
apprehended and released minutes after 
Kennedy was shot were really Hunt, Sturgis 
and a Lee Harvey Oswald “double” in dis- 
guise. They shot Kennedy from the “grassy 
knoll,” jumped into a nearby railroad car 
and were supposed to be taken away by the 
ti-am. They were caught by accident and a 
phony Secret Service man, planted on the 
scene, convinced the Dallas police to let the 
“tramps” go. 

Oswald was merely an expendable CIA 
patfjy in all of this, the book says, fingered by 
the (ilA to take the blame. It was Officer J. D 
Tippit’s job, the book alleges, to shoot Oswald 
for resisting arrest. But he bungled the as- 
signment, got shot himself, and so his boss in 
the conspiracy, Jack Ruby, was forced to 
personally put Oswald away to avoid any 
further slip ups. 

That accomplished, the coup d’etat was 


complete. America was saved from the leftist 
leadership of Kennedy and returned to the 
warm bosom of conservatism. The Warren 
Commission was established, the book says, 
to keep the American people from being 
crushed by the truth. Its chief conclusion, 
that Oswald, already dead, had acted alone 
was a mere diversionary smokescreen. What 
else could we have expected (the book asks) 
from a Republican from California (Earl 
Warren) but protection for another Republi- 
can from California (you know who)? 

It is all astonishing and frightening read- 
ing. The content overshadows some obvious 
flaws: The book is woefully underresearched, 
despite the publisher’s foreward to the con- 
trary (of 586 sources listed, 307 are merely 
newspaper clippings, magazine articles and 
books already published). Language purists 
will be driven to apoplexy by scores of sen- 
tences that self-destruct from the improper 
use of words. (The CIA has its private assas- 
sination squad, not theirs.) 

But say this for it: This is the first work to 
speculate that the CIA, on behalf of Richard 
Ni.xon and the politics for which he stood, 
murdered not only John Kennedy, but Robert 
Kennedy, Martin Luther King Jr., and at- 
tempted to murder George Wallace. If the 
authors are wrong about this, they are going 
to be in for more than a publication party. • • 
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